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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

‘In all things we have complete victory through him 

who loved us! For I am certain that nothing can 

separate us from Christ’s love.’ (from Romans 8:37) 

What a busy time of year! The warm weather has encouraged our 

plants to grow and our gardens are a wonderful riot of colour, at 
schools and universities thousands of students are busy sitting exams, 
and work has begun on our church premises, improving the facilities 
and updating our premises for the 21st Century. 

It is an exciting time for our fellowship with the premises developments 

being accompanied by a prayer week, June 8-15th, when the church 
will be open every day for anyone to come along and pray.  

I would like to encourage everyone to pop into church and pray about 
the mission developments for our fellowship – pray particularly for the 
ideas being explored including Messy Church, Lunch Club or Café, and 
an After School Club. I’m certain that God is prompting us to explore 

these ideas, so that we might meet the needs of our local community in 
the coming months. 

It has been a real blessing to have Joshua Norris on placement as a 
student Minister, over the past nine months. Joshua has contributed to 
so many aspects of church life: leading worship, prayers and study 
groups, supporting the pastoral care of the fellowship, helping out at 

Pilots and Toddler Group, visiting the University Chaplaincy and other 
local churches, to mention but a few!  

As he begins his ministry in Essex I know he’ll be supported by our 
ongoing prayers and many of you might like to note the date of his 
ordination and induction at Halstead URC on 6th September 2014. 

We celebrated Joshua’s time with us with a church meal on 31st May 

and I’m sure he’ll find a use for all the items in his goody basket and the 
set of Commentaries will help with his sermon preparation!  
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There are more opportunities to join together in fellowship – we have 

the DRAPES murder mystery with evening meal on 7th June and in July 
we are having a games afternoon and BBQ in Palmer Park. Later in July 
we have our weekend family camp – do let us know if you would like 
further information about the camp. 

This month we also welcome two serving elders, Abby Jenner and Carol 

McCarron; who replace David Wong and Phebe Mann. All our elders 
play a really special role in the leadership and ministry of our church. 
Please pray that God will support and guide them both as they take on 
this role. 

Finally, our development project is progressing on schedule and we 
now have a catering point in the Small Hall. Also, by the beginning of 

June we will have all the tender documents and we’ll be able to 
choose the contractor to carry out the work on the David’s Hall and 
kitchen. This means that the David’s Hall and kitchen will effectively be 
out of use from 23rd July until the middle of October. All groups that 
usually use David’s Hall will be relocated to an alternative room, 
thankfully we are blessed with a fantastic amount of rooms in our 

premises.  

As the summer approaches, I hope that you’ll be able to enjoy the 
warmer weather and have some rest in amongst all the activity!  

May the Holy Spirit fill us with the knowledge that God is with us in all 
that we do! 

Yours in Christ,  

Robert   
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Church Family News 

Three new church members are to be welcomed on Sunday June 1st: 
Ruth and Alistair Clark at the morning service, and Alice Gilbert at the 
Ignite service in the evening. We are very pleased to welcome them all: 
Ruth and Alistair have a long association with Park, and Alice is the 
Youth Worker at Maidenhead URC.  

During the same weekend we shall be saying goodbye to Joshua Norris, 

who has been a student minister on placement with us since last 
September. We thank him for all the contribution he has made to the 
life of our church, and wish him well for the future – in the immediate 
future he will be ministering to a pastorate of three churches in Essex. 
We are very sorry to see you go, Joshua, and will remember you in our 

prayers.  

On Sunday 11 May, we welcomed Benjamin Mills and his family and 
friends, for a blessing on Ben’s life with his family and in the church.  

The (Hurst) King family have several reasons for celebration this year; 
Carrie and Rod have been married for 25 years, Laura will be 21 in June 
and Abby was 18 in March. We send our love and congratulations, and 

best wishes from us all for the future. 

Vera Bacon has spent most of this week (May 25th) in the Royal Berks 
Hopsital, having various checks. She was glad to return home on 
FridayCongratulations to Brian Wooldridge – he has received an award 
from Wokingham Borough Council in acknowledgment of his work in 
leading Health Walks for many years, and his support for a number of 

charities.  

Barbara Baddoo at the last minute was offered a flat in Alexandra 
Place in South Lake Crescent, Woodley. She moved there on May 2nd, 
and is settling in there. We pray for her, and also for Margaret and 
Dennis Alder as they get used to living in Oak Tree Court in Tilehurst.  
(We have their full addresses for anyone who needs them.) 

We send our love and sympathy to all who have lost loved ones – 
especially to Sue Short, whose brother died in Wales during the month.  

And we continue to pray for all who are undergoing medical 
treatment: Eileen Day and John Wise, who are both making good 
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progress; Alan Pritchard, who had a few days in hospital but is now 

recovering at home and was able to come to church last Sunday; 
Lorraine Butler, Andrew and Dulcie Sims, and Will Owen’s parents, who 
are both in hospital in Bristol.  

We also remember our friends being looked after in nursing homes, 
especially Hazel Curtis, Neil Applegate and Ianthe Chaitoo. We assure 

them and their families of our continuing concern and prayers. 

Doreen Woods 
 

Welcome to Will, Ruth, Dylan, Emilia & Harriett! 

Hello. 

We are Will and Ruth Owen with our 3 
children Dylan (4), Emilia (2) and Harriett 
(10m).   

We relocated to Woodley from 

Cheltenham in 2011 and have been 
part of Park URC since last Autumn.  Will 
works for Microsoft designing IT systems 
for customers and Ruth has the full time 
job of looking after 3 children of under 
5!   

Dylan is looking forward to school in the 
autumn and loves dinosaurs, Emilia 
loves dollies and Peppa Pig and Harriett 
enjoys pulling everything out of 
cupboards and eating lego!   

Thank you to everyone for your kind 

welcome.  Yours in Christ. 

Will, Ruth, Dylan, Emilia & Harriett 

If, like the Owens, you are new to our fellowship at Park, why not email the editor and tell 

us a bit about yourselves. 
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June Calendar 

 

Sun  1st 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion. 

Final service with Joshua Norris 

Reception of two new members 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship with reception of a 

new church member 

Wed 4th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Finance and Strategy Group Meeting 

Sat 7th 6.30 pm A Murder Mystery presented by DRAPES with 
a meal 

Sun 8th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship for Pentecost 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Sun 8th – Sun 15th Prayer Week at Park: the church will be open for 

prayer 9 am to 9 pm every day 

Wed 11th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sun 15th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  7.00 pm Ignite! evening worship 

Wed 18th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 22nd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am  Morning Worship: Cradle Roll service 

Wed 25th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  Last Day for magazine contributions for the next issue (July 
and August unless otherwise notified) 

Sun 29th 9.30 am     Prayers in the Upper Room  

  10.30am    Morning Worship 

  No evening service 
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The Final Letter as a Student Minister 

Dear Friends, 

As my time at Park closes I cannot help but be reflective on what might 
have been had things happened the way I initially envisioned for 
myself.  

This is where I must confess that Park URC was not my first choice of 
venue for my final placement rather I initially requested to be placed at 

Woking URC. It seemed to make sense to me at the time as I had many 
friends there from my time as a youth worker in Woking. I knew the area, 
I knew what to expect - it just seemed to be a good fit! 

However, it was not through lack of want or trying that this didn’t come 
to pass. I tried very hard indeed to make it the way I envisioned but it 

wasn’t to be. The college felt that it wouldn’t be “enough of a 
challenge for me.”  

So, after a long look at a map of the U.K. with my tutors it was felt that I 
should go away and think again. It was at this point that my prayer 
intensified and my frustration rose. In my frustration I called my parents 
and as if without any thought my Mum suggested “Well what about 

Rob Weston at Park?” And the rest as they say is history. 

I have found in recent years that there is this battle that occurs 
between my will and God’s will for my life. Every now and again I get it 
right first time and walk into God’s purposes without any fuss or bother, 
but a lot of the time I discover that I am taken along by God against all 
my kicking and screaming. Moving back to the Isle of Wight from 

Woking was one of those time, and coming to Park instead of Woking 
was another. 

Now, please don’t read this as a reflection upon any of you. Rather this 
is wholeheartedly a confession of my inward tussles as God leads me 
through life.  

However, I must develop these thoughts by saying that I am 

wholeheartedly glad that I didn’t get my way when it comes to my time 
at Park. 
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This year has been truly fantastic and I couldn’t have wished for more. I 

have had the opportunity to try my hand at so many worthwhile things 
like Parent/Toddler Group, Re:Inspired, Ignite, and broadcasting on 
Marlow FM to name but a few. However, this year wouldn’t have been 
what it was if it were not for the people!  

The thing I noticed very early on was how quickly I settled in to Park and 

that had everything to do with the welcome I was given by all of you. 
For that alone I would be eternally grateful.  

However, you didn’t stop there. You made me feel at home, and 
welcomed me into your homes. You made me feel like a part of the 
community and allowed me to practice ministry with you. You made 
me feel loved and cared for. For all this and so much more I 

unreservedly thank you.  

You have all become a vital part of my life and I will always look back 
upon this year with fondness. After all, this was the place where God let 
me part of something special with a group of very special people. 

There are too many people to individually thank by name, but special 
thanks must go to Rob and the Elders, as well as my congregational 

companions, Tony and Helen Durrant and Dave and Jenny Jones, who 
gave so much of themselves and their time to aid me in my training. 
Thank you so, so, much!   

I have been blessed this year with so much, and it is with a heavy heart 
that I say farewell for now. In many ways I don’t want to go, but as with 
coming to Park I must answer God’s call to Essex. So, I must ask one last 

thing of you all- Please pray for me as I am ordained and inducted to 
Halstead, Bocking, and Castle Hedingham.  

So, it is here I say goodbye and may God Bless you deeply for all you 
have done for me in my time here. I will always carry each and every 
one you with me in thought and prayer. 

Your brother in Christ 

Joshua   
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Children’s and Youth Work at Park  

Park United Reformed Church has had a long and well deserved history 
of providing good, supportive children’s and youth work to it’s young 
people. 

This was one of the features which drew me to the church in the very 
first instance. 

I grew up in a United Reformed Church where I was one of 3 young 

people within an older congregation who nurtured my faith and 
spiritual well-being. 

They were (and in some ways still are) a very important part of my life. 

When I was introduced to FURY (Fellowship of United Reformed Youth), I 
discovered that there was much bigger side to our church. I had no 

idea that there were other young people who also attended local 
churches and were part of similar ‘families’. This was the next step in my 
faith journey.  

As a result I met some fantastic people, embarked on a year of 
voluntary work for the URC, met my husband Robert (you may know 
him!) and had my faith enriched with many experiences that would not 

have happened if I had not stepped outside my comfort zone and 
taken up those opportunities.  

However what is most important, is that none of this would have 
happened if I had not been part of a nurturing, loving and supportive 
home church. 

During my year of voluntary work with the URC, a young man called 

Andrew Jackson was a very active member of FURY and went on to be 
FURY Chair. He is currently working for Christian Aid. 

Twenty(ish) years later, a young man called Andrew Weston is going to 
be next year’s FURY Chair and later this year will be working for Christian 
Aid as an Intern. 

Another young man called Alistair Stichbury is also very active within 

FURY and is part of the Wessex Synod Youth Executive. 

Two of these people are the sons of two ministers of Park United 
Reformed Church. One is the son of two Church Members.  
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But not only are there young people who are taking a prominent role in 

the life of the whole URC, there are others who are also embarking on 
their faith journeys, going where God is leading them 

All of them nurtured by the same church which we are part of. 

I am very aware the Youth Work side of our church has received less 
attention than it deserves over the past few years. 

We have been concentrating on up-grading our buildings and some of 
us were busy with our South Africa project. I strongly believe that now is 
the time for us to begin to look at where we should be heading with our 
Children’s and Youth Work. 

We currently have three main activities. On Sundays we have the SALT 
Groups, on Mondays we have the Toddler Group and on Fridays we 

have Pilots. All of these require leadership which in some cases is very 
difficult to maintain. 

We do not have any dedicated Youth Work and this is the area which I 
feel we should be working towards creating. 

I have offered to head–up a ‘working party’ to try and see where God 
is leading us. 

I don’t have any pre-conceived ideas about what or how our Youth 
Work should look like but I do feel that this is something that every single 
person in our congregation should be concerned with, even if you are 
not physically able to take part in whatever is decided on. 

God will speak to us, as a church, if we ask Him. 

There are two things I am going to ask you, the reader to do. 

• Pray for guidance and the direction that Park URC needs for it’s 
Youth Work 

• Come and tell me, Carrie King or Robert Weston when you have 
had any thoughts on the subject and what God has spoken to 
you about. 

I am looking forward to this next adventure! 

Suzy Weston 
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Messy Church - what on earth is it? 

At the recent Elder’s Meeting and 
Church Meeting we have been thinking 
about and discussing Park’s future 
possible mission and outreach 
opportunities, especially considering we 
will relatively soon now have a brand 

new kitchen facility!  

One idea that has come loud and 
clear from both meetings is the possibility of running Messy Church. But 
just what is Messy Church? And what does running it entail? 

Put as simply as possible, Messy Church: 

• is Christ-centred - Messy Church is a church, not a craft club, that 
helps people encounter Jesus as Lord and Saviour. 

• is All-age - It is for adults and children to enjoy together - every 
element should be relevant and accessible to all ages. 

• involves Creativity - It uses hands-on activities to explore Bible 
stories, to reflect a God of creativity and to give people a chance 

to play together. 

• involves Hospitality - It reflects a God of unconditional love and is 
a church for people outside church, providing an oasis of 
welcome and a safe space in which to thrive. Messy Church is 
about hospitality, expressed most evidently by eating together – 
whether it’s a plate of sandwiches to share, or sausage and mash. 

• involves Celebration - It reflects a God of joy who wants his 
people to have life in all its fullness. 

Messy Church lasts 2 hours and is usually run once a month.  

On arrival, those attending will find a selection of activities laid out - for 
example, potato printing, or collage, or making biscuits, or play dough - 
of which they do as many or as few as they like.  

All activities on the day are, as far as possible, linked to the theme of 
the day.  
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A time of worship follows 

with an interactive Bible 
story, a talk about the 
story, some songs, and a 
prayer before having a 
meal all together. At the 

end there is usually some 
rounding off activity all 
together before saying a 
final prayer - often The 
Grace with actions. 

Messy Church has been running successfully for 10 years. It started in this 

country but the idea has spread to other countries.  

Having been involved in 3 Messy Church sessions at Anderson, I can see 
it is very effective in providing a different expression of Church.  

The next Messy Church sessions in the area are: 

• St James, Woodley - 8th June 

• Christ Church, Woodley - 8th June, 4-6pm 

• Emmanuel Church, Woodley - 15h June, 4-6pm 

• Anderson - 15th June, 3-5pm 

• Woodley Methodist - 21st June, 10.30am-1pm 

If you want to find out more, ask me. However I would strongly advise 
you to visit a Messy Church session in the area soon to see it and 
experience it in action.  

Carrie 
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An Intercession and A Reflection  

Lord Jesus, you sweated over a carpenter’s bench. 

We pray for those in work-places that are understaffed, for those 
worried by redundancy. Strengthen them in their work and help them to 
see life beyond the factory, office or shop. We pray for those who 
cannot find work. Give them renewed dignity which builds up their 
confidence and self-esteem. 

Lord Jesus, you had nowhere to rest your head. 

We pray for the homeless and those who are having problems with 
mortgage repayments and debt. Help them to find creative ways 
forward and guide those who support them. We pray for families made 
homeless by conflict and terror and the organisations that are trying to 

find a safe haven for them. 

Lord Jesus, you were touched by a woman seeking healing and a 

father beseeching you to heal his son. 

We pray for those who are ill; for those who know that they will never 
get better and for those who care for them. We pray for the medical 
staff in hospitals under pressure to get things right every time. 

Lord Jesus you wept at the grave of a friend. 

We pray for those who grieve; for those from whom a loved one has 
been taken by sudden death, and for those who struggle in loneliness 
after years of companionship.  

Lord Jesus, you shed tears over Jerusalem. 

We pray for our world; for countries like Syria and Afghanistan torn by 

conflict and in places where politics and race divide like South Sudan, 
where innocent people suffer most. We pray for nations where peace is 
fragile, where leaders are self-seeking and hungry for power. We pray 
for the young girls abducted by the Boko Haram and others who live in 
fear in Northern Nigeria. We pray for peace and justice to fill our world 
and remember those who campaign for justice, often at the risk of their 

own safety. 
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Lord Jesus you laughed with joy and delight with your friends. 

We rejoice with those who celebrate joyous events; share the delight of 
families united; for those who are preparing for marriage, planning 
anniversaries, or who are awaiting the birth of a baby. We unite in hope 
with all who struggle for a brighter future.  

In this intercessory prayer we know that we are not drawing God’s 

attention to things he does not know about already or that we are 

trying to persuade him to do something that he would not or could not 

do. He wants us to have some part, however small, in bringing about 

change and challenging the wrongs and ills that beset the world. 

Through intercessions like these in which we are reflecting our thoughts 

in the presence of God we can pray that he will find in us an 

acceptable instrument to further his kingdom on Earth. 

Chris Gayford  

Churches in Reading Drop In Centre (Cirdic) 

As well as bringing along tins of food, can I  just remind everyone that 
new underwear is always needed by the men and men's toiletries at 
the centre. They have a shower and a bath there and this is in constant 

use when their clients are visiting to have meals/medical treatment etc.  

For those who have asked where the box for the tins is, it is under the 
small table as you enter the church from the halls. There is usually a list 
on top of the foods they wish to have donated.  

This is something all the churches in CTEER are involved, in some way 
supporting CIRDIC or Faith for the food banks in Reading and Woodley. 

Gaye 
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Prayer Week - 8th-15th June 

In just a few days now, Park United Reformed Church will be open from 
9am to 9pm for anyone to come in and pray and spend some time with 
God and be in his presence. Wow - what an amazing privilege this is 
that God has given us!  

Within the prayer space there will be areas where you can be 
interactive - maybe colouring or crafting, sticking or eating! There will 

be things to read, or listen to, or look at - in fact most of your senses can 
be involved. God has given us so many creative ways to pray, all of 
which are good and pleasing to him! 

Or maybe you would like to just take time out from our noisy, busy world 
and sit quietly to think and reflect on his mercies and his glory. There is 

no right or wrong way to spend time with our Father - God enjoys 
spending time with us in whatever way we choose. 

I do hope you will come and join in. The idea of 12 hours a day of 
concentrated praying from one venue is a powerful and exciting idea! 

To keep the prayer space open for the whole of this time, I need 2 
stewards per hour. Stewards will not be expected to do anything out of 

their comfort zone, like leading prayers or praying with individuals. There 
may be small duties, like topping up bowls of resources or putting out 
clean water if required. But the rest of the time you can enjoy the 
prayer space like everyone else. If you feel you could do this, please 
could you let me know as soon as possible? Thank you. 

Do you have a particular thought on your heart that you feel needs 

prayer? Could you set up a prayer station for that? It doesn’t have to 
be crafty or overly creative - information and pointers for prayer are 
always good.  Please let me know as soon as possible so that I can 
allocate you a space on the floor plan. Thank you.  

Carrie 
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Church Camp - coming soon! 

And for those of you who haven’t joined us at a Church Camp before, 
here’s some idea of the usual programme... 

Friday  some time 
in the 

evening 

eating lots of fish 
and chips 

all welcome 

 some time 

in the 
evening 

putting tents up optional, (but 

probably 
advisable for 
those camping) 

 some time a 

lot later in 
the evening 

sleep (optional) 

Saturday most of the 
morning 

sitting in the 
sunshine chatting 
& drinking coffee 

all welcome 

 some time  afternoon walk all welcome 

 or other annual kite flying 
attempts 

all welcome 
(kites provided) 

 evening annual camp 
barbecue  

all welcome 

 evening (a 
bit later) 

annual camp 
sing-song 

all welcome 

 evening (a 
bit later 
than that) 

sitting in the 
firelight chatting 
& drinking 

cocoa/beer/wine 

all welcome 

 when 

cocoa/beer
/wine runs 
out 

sleep (optional) 

Sunday morning worship all welcome 

 lunchtime home  

So make sure that the dates of Friday 18th July to Sunday 20th July are in 
your diaries, and come and join us. 
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Evening Worship with Holy Communion and a time of Prayer 

for Healing and Wholeness 

These services started during Michael Jackson’s ministry, continued 
during the vacancy and on through Robert Weston’s ministry, so they 

are a natural part of the life of our church.  

When I was talking to Robert, we felt that quite a lot of people have 
joined our worshipping fellowship since these services were first 
introduced and so they may not be aware of the form and content of 
them. I realise that evening worship is not a time convenient for 
everyone, but for those of you who are free to come, but don’t know 

what it involves, Robert asked me to write this article, as I find these 
services such a blessing. 

In essence, it is an informal service including Holy Communion followed 
by a time of silent prayer for healing and wholeness. It is held, seated in 
the round, at 6pm six times a year. It includes the usual elements of 
worship, but with a shorter talk, rather than a sermon.  

After Holy Communion there is a time for silent prayer accompanied by 
gentle piano music. The invitation is to pray for healing and wholeness 
for ourselves and for others whom we hold in prayer. During this time we 
can hold the church family news in prayer, or our own concerns, or let 
God speak to us through remembered words from earlier parts of the 
service, or just rest in His presence, meditating on His grace following the 

time of Holy Communion.  

Prayer with laying on of hands is available for anyone who requests it by 
putting a blue card on their lap. Robert Weston and Roger Clark both 
gently lay hands on the person being ministered to and Robert prays a 
simple prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to come in healing power. God 

knows our needs and He loves to give us good gifts. The healing we 
receive may be of body, mind or spirit.  

To give just two examples; we may be given peace of mind and 
freedom from worry, or renewed strength for the coming week.  

We do not necessarily know at the time what we have been given, but 
we do know that God, in His infinite wisdom and grace, meets us at our 

point of need. All we have to do is to be open to His Holy Spirit. 
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Personally I find this is a beautiful service with a peaceful atmosphere. In 

my experience, by just being open to God and inviting His Holy Spirit for 
healing as He knows best, I have always been blessed. 

I invite you most warmly to come and enjoy the blessings of this service. 
The next one is on 13th July. They are announced in the notices in 
church and they can be found in the monthly calendar in the church 

magazine.                                                                                                        

If you would like to know more, please do speak to Robert or me. 

Jenny Jones  

Reform 

For those who have trouble with their eyes and find reading difficult you 
may wish to be reminded that you can receive 'talking Reform' on CDs 

which are free of charge to those who are visually impaired. 

Reform is really informative and besides learning about what is 
happening in the URC churches across the UK it also gives information 
on other denominations and includes bible studies and very good 
inspiring articles/letters and book reviews.  

If you would be interested in receiving a copy either in CD format or in 

hard copy please let me know. (For the latter I can let you see a 
copy to see if you might like to consider taking it regularly).     

Gaye 
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Christian Aid – interim total 

Very many thanks to all our collectors, and to those who contributed at 
church. It would seem that our total will be something over £1200, but 
the final amount will be reported in the next magazine. 

Doreen Woods 

New series: Restaurant Review 

Park URC, Easter breakfast 

Rating: ❺ 
At 9.00 on Easter Sunday morning, we had a the traditional Easter 
Breakfast as part of the remembering of that first Easter morning, when 
women came to the tomb of Jesus to find it open, the body gone and 
ran back to tell the other disciples.  In the olden days - and indeed 
even now in churches where they are keen and love playing with fire, 

there is a service at dawn and the Easter candle is lit from blazing fire. 
(We might be keen, but a simple communion does for us.) 

But of course, candles lit or none, you have to have breakfast 
afterwards - or indeed before if you then go to the 10.30 main Easter 
morning service. 

And this where Park really excels: toast, tea, coffee,  bacon, black 

pudding - lots of it - mushrooms for the veggies, and boiled eggs - I had 
4! 

Book yourself for next year! 

Ruby Holmes 
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Churches Challenge Food Poverty 

In the last five years the need for foodbanks in the UK has grown 
dramatically. Thousands of Churches have responded by starting or 
supporting foodbanks within their communities. Last year Trussell Trust, 
which helps 4 in 10 of the UK's foodbanks, fed over 900,000 people 
including more than 300,000 children. The entire foodbank movement 
will now feed well over a million people a year. 

The Revd Dr Michael Jagessar, Moderator of the General Assembly of 
the URC said: "The truth is the church should not have to have faith in 
foodbanks – but they are a sign of the times –a sign that the world is not 
as the God of justice intends it to be, a sign that the church will respond 
to poverty by taking practical measures to help those who are most in 

need, but also a sign that we need to ask deeper questions about the 
causes of poverty and inequality in our country." 

"The rising cost of essentials such as food, fuel and housing coinciding 
with static low incomes, people not being able to find enough work 
and continued austerity measures, has left many families with no 
alternative but to turn to foodbanks for help." 

13 million people live in poverty in the UK today. This includes 3.5 million 
children – a number that is set to rise to 4.6 million by the end of the 
decade. Families that need foodbanks represent the sharp end of 
poverty and the best evidence says they are driven there by benefit 
delays or changes along with low income and high living costs. 

The Revd Ruth Gee, President of the Methodist Conference, added: 

"Why are new foodbanks opening across the country every few days 
when this is one of the wealthiest nations in the world? When we hear 
stories about the increasing need for foodbanks, we are bound to 
respond and to obey Jesus' command to love our neighbour – 
supporting foodbanks is one way of doing this. We also need to 
recognise that the need will continue to increase unless we tackle the 

underlying causes of food poverty." 



page 22 

Church Contacts 

 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    phone:  
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website has details of the many activities of the Church, 
and of the charities that we support, it also has links to many more 

websites. 
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 
 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  4.00 pm Worship at Sutton Court (1st Sunday of month) 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 10.00 am Monkey Music 

 1.45 pm Mayfield Singers 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.00 pm Bujinkan Martial Arts 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Park 60+ Exercise  
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 
 5:00 pm  Street Feet Dance 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Shaolin Fists Martial Arts 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 
 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 11.00 am Zumba Gold (Age UK) 

 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 

  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.15 pm Senior Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  

 7.30 pm FIZZANG(Youth Club) 
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